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Chief Ombudsman Investigation

Practices and Procedures for Prison Transport

(Section 13(3) of the Ombudsmen Act 1975)

Terms of Reference

Having noted the death on 25 August 2006 of prisoner Liam Ashley that apparently resulted from injuries occurring while he was being transported by, or on behalf of, the Department of Corrections, I have decided to commence an investigation into prisoner transport pursuant to section 13(3) of the Ombudsmen Act 1975.

My investigation will consider whether the Department transports prisoners in its custody in conditions that are humane, and safe for both prisoners and custodial staff, while also having regard to the need to maintain secure confinement of prisoners.  The investigation will include consideration of any standards currently applied to prisoner transport.

Given that the Police are investigating Mr Ashley’s death and that criminal proceedings have been commenced, I do not intend to investigate that issue specifically as part of this investigation.  Nevertheless, I will take into account any implications that may emerge from the Police investigation or other internal investigation by the Department.

I shall invite various persons and bodies (including a selection of prisoners and custodial staff) to provide input to my investigation, as I may consider relevant. 

On the conclusion of my investigation, I will submit a report to the House of Representatives and to the Minister of Corrections.

John Belgrave

Chief Ombudsman

Dated at Wellington this 29th day of August 2006
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